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Sociology
Sociology addresses the origin, development, organisation and functioning of human society. Major 
themes in this discipline include: 

• general social sciences 

• social interaction and processes 

• social behaviour 

• social groups and communities 

• slavery and emancipation 

• social welfare, including social issues 

• criminology and prisons 

• clubs and associations 

• gender 

• sexuality 

• family life.

Collection overview
This is an increasingly interdisciplinary field that is collected at an intermediate level. The 
Library acquires the major writers and major cultural trends in Australia and overseas, including 
representative works and alternative views on contemporary issues, lifestyle choices and how groups 
and countries view themselves. There are often wide-ranging views and opinions on social themes 
and issues; the Library endeavours to represent all approaches that have significant followings and 
ensures that a variety of viewpoints is represented. This can involve the acquisition of non-scholarly 
works. The principal emphasis, however, is on sound, well-documented research.

Australian material is emphasised, while an endeavour is made to collect Victorian material 
comprehensively. Major Australian published monographs, comprehensive reference works and 
a representative collection of journals are maintained. Digital resources and links to government 
reports are increasingly important in maintaining a broad collection. A strong collection of reference 
works is maintained.

Collection strengths

Social welfare and social behaviour
Collecting in social welfare emphasises Australian and Victorian conditions and policies, and 
comparable and complementary overseas studies on policies and advocacy in social welfare. 
Collecting has been and continues to be strongly enhanced by acquisitions of government 
publications.

Emphasis is given to social interaction and social processes, including terrorism, refugees, child abuse, 
homelessness, disabilities, drug use, euthanasia, aging, responses to climate change, conflict and war.

Gender and social groups
Women’s studies is a major area of the collection and is complimented by broader gender and social 
group studies relating to class, race, ethnicity, sexuality, family life and place. Specific aspects such as 
suffrage, economic aspects of women’s occupations, legal status and education are significant, though 
scattered throughout the collection.



Another emphasis is the development of a broad collection relating to ethnic and national groups, 
especially those with a strong presence in Victoria. Material relating to Australia, to countries which 
have contributed to the social and ethnic composition of Victoria in particular, and to countries 
facing similar issues as Australia is acquired.

Crime and punishment
The emphasis is on well-written accounts of specific crimes, historical material and works that deal 
with contemporary theories of criminal justice, sentencing, prison reform and victims of crime. 

Material not generally collected
• sensational and uncritical popular works 

• self-help works 

• data sets

• highly technical and specialist texts.


